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NATIONAL .
watchdog body is ex-
pected to grill the Nel-
" son Mandela Bay Muni-
cipality today on how it
“ plans o rectify the vi-
olatnon of about 150 graves on which
it built RDP houses in the early '90s.
The Commission for the Promo-

tion and Protection of the Rights of,

Cultural, Religious and Linguistic

Communities said sihe out,rome of -
its meeting with theanunicipality to--

day would sét the benchmark for

. «other.municivalities which had also
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cuitural

“been found to have violated'historic,

burial sites in the country.
The commission was in Port Eliz-
abeth. in Februaty on a factfinding

mission after local activist group Isiz- -

iba Community Development Agen-
¢y complained last year on behalf of
residents whose relatives had been
buried at the ceme‘crym Veep&aas. :

The .cemetery is situated near
Soweto onh Sea. township. Agency

chairperson Norman Mapela said .
-about 100 graves had been violated.-
‘when RDP houses were built in 1994 -

Comumissioner Mlawuy. Tyatyeka

_said their fact—fmdmg mission had

conﬁrmed the gxaves had been vi-
olated. “It's frightening that in al-
most-all the municipalities [we have
gone to] we experienced the same
problem, We will ask the municipal

ity hard-hlttmg questions why the -

graves were violated. Many town-
ships were built on top of graves.
" “The municipalities and develop-
ers should get their act together.”
Tyatyeka, who also serves as the
Fastern Cape convener of the com-
mission,
back to
findings
terms:to the municipalit

e communities on their

r.the.de

it's cold'heiewhcre you have buiied
“sald. they would report - :

“But we won't dictate e

,veloper who bunlt the ’houses on

what should be done, although they

will have to let us know 'what they -

have agreed on with the families.

Tyatyeka urged municipalities not
to take the issue of graves lightly as
[people. believed] they were chains

' lmkmg the spirits of the dead to the

living.
“What 1f your mother appeals to
you in & dream and-says; ‘My child

mg w1th the mumcnpality and the af-
fected families would serve as a bea-
.con guiding them on:how to solve
‘similar cases in other munimpahties
which had alsc been found to have
violated historicburial sites.” '

Municipal spokesperson Kupido
Baron confirmed- the ‘meeting had
been scheduled-with the concerned
group and thaf the matter would be -
dxscussed atlength today
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